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i  To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Eepresenta^ives 
I  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania- 

>  Fellow-Citizens:— The  Annual  Message  to  the  Legislature  was 

I  prepared  for  presentation  on  the  4th  inst-;  but  the  scenes  of  confu- 
f  sion  which  then  commenced,  and  which  continued  to  disgrace  the 
^  Seat  of  Government,  till  a  few  days  ago,  prevented  its 
B  transmitting  it  now,  I  feel  compelled  by  every  motive  of  official 
I  as  Chief  Magistrate,  and  of  patriotism  as  a  citizen,  to  preface  it  with 
;  a  brief  detail  of  the  facts  connected  with  the  recent  outrage,  and  to 
j  call  upon  you  as  you  love  order  and  your  rights,  and  venerate  the 
I  institutions  of  your  country,  to  adopt  every  possible  means  to  pre- 
j  vent  the  recurrence  of  similar  disorders. 

On  the  day  appointed  by  the  Constitution  for  the  meeting  of  the 
Legislature,  the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  attempted 
i  to  organize  that  body,  but  owing  to  a  dispute  relative  to  certain  re¬ 
turns  two  Speakers  were  chosen,  and  tiuo  Houses  organized.  This 
was,  however,  done  peaceably;  and  if  the  members  of  both  branches 
had  been  left  in  the  free  exercise  of  their  minds  and  their  righis,  the 
difference  probably  would  soon  have  been  settled.  But  when  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  same  day  the  annual  session  of  the  Senate  was 
commenced,  a  mob  of  lawless  and  daring  persons  were  found  to  e 
in  attendance,  who  attempted  to  influence  and  dictate  the  course  to 
be  pursued  by  that  body.  Certain  members  were  admitted  m  seats 
I  m  accordance  with  the  known  laws  of  the  State,  but  in  opposition  to 
1  the  will  of  these  persons.  As  soon  as  this  was  done,  the  lives  of 
;  Senators  and  others  were  threatened,  and  loud  cries  were  heard  com- 
:  manding  the  Senate  to  reconsider  its  vote  and  admit  other  claimants 
to  seats.  To  such  height  did  this  scandalous  outrage  proceed,  that 
!  the  Senate  adjourned  in  confusion,  and  some  members  of  the  Le¬ 
gislature  and  others  were  compelled  to  escape  from  the  Senate  un¬ 
known  to  the  mob  to  save  their  lives. 

The  rioters  under  their  leaders,  some  of  whom  were  Fedeiat  Go¬ 
vernment  officers,  then  took  possession  of  the  Senate  chain bei  and 
desecrated  it  by  their  insurrectionary  harangues,  in  the  course  of 
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which,  and  afterwards  at  other  places,  it  was  announce  I  that  a  Re¬ 
volution  had  commenced.  They  then  adjourned  to  the  Court  House 
where  the  most  inflammatory  speeches  were  made,  and  the  most 
dangerous  proceedings  took  place.  Next  day,  and  for  some  time 
afterwards,  the  Senate  did  not  meet  for  want  of  a  quorum,  the  mem¬ 
bers  not  deeming  it  safe  to  appear  in  their  seats  or  proper  to  attempt 
to  legislate  in  the  presence  of  the  rioters  who  filled  the  Capitol. 

On  the  same  day  also,  when  one  of  the  portions  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  attempted  to  meet,  the  member  who  had  been  de¬ 
puted  to  act  as  Speaker  was  prevented  from  taking  the  chair,  and 
violently  ejected  from  the  H^l  by  the  mob. 

In  the  mean  time  a  body  called  a  “Committee  of  Safety”  had 
been  appointed  by  the  rioters,  and  seemed  to  exercise  unlimited  con¬ 
trol  over  them.  They  made  the  most  inflammatory  appeals  to  the 
citizens  of  the  State  at  a  distance,  and,  when  a  small  guard  had  been 
placed  by  the  keeper,  and  by  my  orders  in  the  arsenal  to  prevent  the 
public  arms  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  rash  or  ill  disposed  per¬ 
sons,  they  were  compelled  to  evacuate  the  building  under  terms  die¬ 
ted  by  the  mob  with  the  concurrence  of  the  “committee  of  safety.” 
During  the  occurrence  of  these  disgraceful  events  neither  branch  of 
the  Legislature  could  hold  a  regular  session,  the  Executive  chamber 
and  State  Department  were  closed,  and  confusion  and  alarm  perva¬ 
ded  the  Seat  of  Government. 

In  this  fearful  state  of  affairs  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  issue  a  Procla¬ 
mation  calling  on  all  the  civil  authorities  to  exert  themselves  for  the 
restoration  of  law  and  order,  and  on  the  militia  to  keep  themselves 
in  instant  readiness  to  march  to  the  Seat  of  Government  to  suppress 
the  violence.  I  also  issued  an  order  on  the  Major  General  of  the 
First  Division  of  the  State  Militia  to  march  his  command  to  Harris¬ 
burg  forthwith,  and  made  a  requisition  on  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  United  States  troops  ^at  Carlisle  to  bring  his  force  to  the  aid  of 
constituted  authorities.  At  the  same  time  the  President  of  the  United 
States  was  informed  of  the  state  of  affairs,  and  required  to  take  such 
steps  under  the  fourth  section  of  the  fourth  article  of  the  Constitu¬ 
tion  of  the  United  States  as  might  seem  proper.  This  last  named 
measue  was  adopted  that  if  matters  proceeded  to  extremity  it  might 
appear  that  every  proper  and  possible  precaution  had  been  resorted 
to  by  the  Executive. 

The  result  of  these  several  applications  are  known  to  you  with 
regard  to  that  made  to  the  Federal  Government,  I  will  not  now  speak 
further  than  to  say,  that  having  made  it  in  the  regular  and  constiiu- 
tional  discharge  of  official  duty,  I  felt  bound  as  Chief  Magistrate  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  protest  against  the  reception  it  met  with,  and  .the 
highly  improper  reply  made  to  it. 

Fortunately,  however,  the  appeal  made  to  the  citizen  soldiers  of 
the  Commonwealth  was  heard  without  doubt  of  its  necessity  or  delay 
in  obedience.  The  presence  of  Major  General  Patterson’s  and  sub¬ 
sequently  of  Major  General  Alexander’s  commands,  completely  ac- 
•complished  the  object  in  view^  Their  numbers  were  sufficient  to 
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fro’\fn  down  every  thing  like  open  violei'Ce,  while  their  correct  Mid 
soldierly  deportment  obtained  the  confidence  of  the  moderate  of  all 
parties.  Under  protection  of  their  presence,  the  members  of  the 
Legislature  were  free  to  settle  their  own  differences  in  their  own 
manner.  With  regard  to  the  result  of  their  deliberations,  of  course 
I,  as  an  Executive  officer,  can  express  no  opinion.  My  only  duty 
was  to  take  measures  to  ensure  its  accomplishments  by  the  free 
agency  of  the  members  themselves,  and  when  that  was  effected,  to 
dismiss  the  military  force.  This  has  accordingly  been  done,  and 
the  hope  is  sincerely  entertained,  that  a  resort  to  similar  protection 
may  never  again  be  required. 

To  the  citizens  of  the  State  generally,  the  events  of  the  past 
three  weeks  are  fraught  either  with  instruction  or  with  fearful  omen 
as  they  may  be  treated.  If  from  them  we  learn  the  danger  of  de¬ 
parting  from  law  or  right,  even  in  the  slightest  degree,  or  to  accom¬ 
plish  the  most  desirable  object,  and  if  all  make  up  their  minds  here¬ 
after,  to  frown  upon  every  originator  or  advocate  of  such  insurrec¬ 
tionary  movements,  the  lesson  will  be  invaluable,  and  the  present 
disgrace  productive  of  lasting  benefit.  But  if  a  repetition  of  the  out¬ 
rage  be  countenanced,  and  mob  threats  become  the  rule  of  legislation, 
then  it  requires  little  political  sagacity  to  foretell  the  speedy  downfall 
of  our  liberty,  and  the  complete  prostration  of  all  rights.  The  des¬ 
perado  who  enters  a  legislative  Hall  to-day  with  his  bullies,  to  compel 
the  admission  of  a  particular  member,  will  assuredly,  and  perhaps 
on  the  morrow,  demand  the  passage  of  a  law  to  promote  his  private 
interest  at  the  expense  of  others.  Nor  will  it  be  long  before  he  uses 
the  same  means  in  a  Court  of  Justice  to  escape  punishment  or  cheat 
his  neighbour.  'Ehen  the  difference  between  guilt  and  innocence, 
the  value  of  title  deeds,  and  the  sacredness  of  all  rights,  will  be  only 
nominal.  Might  will  be  right;  and  the  minority  and  the  timid, 
slaves. 

The  evil  effects  of  the  late*  disorder  will,  I  fear,  be  immediately 
felt  in  the  pecuniary  credit  of  Commonwealth,  unless  you,  her 
Representatives,  act  promptly  ano'  efficiently.  V/ell  may  capitalists 
and  creditors  doubt  the  faith  of  a  community  to  them,  when  that 
community  is  faithless  to  its  own  de''^rest  rights.  It,  therefore, 
becomes  your  imperative  duty,  gentlemen,  ^ot  only  to  your  posterity 
and  to  the  majesty  of  the  laws,  but  to  yof^rselves  and  your  own 
immediate  interests,  to  say  to  the  world  that  fe  v^nilar  outrages  shall 
not  again  take  place,  and  that  what  has  happened  is  the  work  of 
only  a  few  desperate  men,  and  not  of  the  people  of  tffis  great  State. 
This,  it  seems  to  me,  can  be  accomplished  by  the  e.nactment  of 
severe  laws  against  all  riotous  or  violent  proceedings  at  f.he  seat  of 
government,  during  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  and  by  v."ompel- 
ling  the  county  or  counties,  whose  citizens  shall  be  originators  or 
ring-leaders  of  suck  proceedings,  to  pay  all  the  loss  caused  by  them, 
and  expense  inAirred  in  their  suppression. 

It  will  also  be  proper  to  revise  the  Acts  of  Assembly  relative  to 
election  returns,  and  to  render  the  mode  of  making  diem  so  plain 
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that  no  one  can  misunderstand  or  evade  them.  In  their  existing 
shape,  there  is  some  difficulty  in  arriving  at  the  true  intent  of  ffie 
Legislature.  In  the  present  case,  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  but 
that  the  duties  of  the  proper  Executive  officer,  with  regard  to  the 
disputed  returns,  was  legally  and  faithfully  perlormed.  But  the 
subject  is  one  of  such  vital  importance,  that  the  law  should  be  ren¬ 
dered  perfectly  plain  and  every  shadow  of  doubt  removed. 

I  am  clear  in  the  opinion,  that  the  whole  of  the  late  difficulties 
arose  from  the  return  judges  assuming  powers  never  mtended  to  be 
delegated  to  them.  They  are  merely  ministerial  officers.  Iheir 
duty  is  only  clerical,  and  consists  exclusively  in  adding  up  and 
declaring  the  whole  vote  polled  for  each  candidate  within  their  dis¬ 
trict,  and  making  return  thereof  to  the  proper  officer,  fhe  law 
gives  them  no  power  to  reject  or  exclude  the  votes  of  a,  district  or 
nart  of  a  district.  It  is  from  the  unauthorized  assumption  of  such 
Lngerous  power,  that  the  whole  of  the  recent  disturbances  pro¬ 
ceeded.  I  would,  therefore,  recommend  the  infliction  hereafter  of 
the  most  severe  penalties  on  similar  usurpations. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  lay  before  you,  the  message  as  it  was  pre¬ 
pared  to  be  transmitted  on  the  fourth  instant. 

Many  subjects  of  great  interest  will  occupy  the  tune  ot  the 

Legislature  at  its  present  session.  .  n  « 

The  radical  alterations  which  have  taken  place  in  the  Constitutmn, 
impose  duties  that  will  necessarily  claim  your  first  attention.  The 
people  have  willed  the  change,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  representatives 

to  carry  out  and  perfect  its  details. 

Of  prominent  moment  among  the  new  features  in  our  organic 

law,  is  that  which  relates  to  the  right  of  euffirage.  It  consists  in  a 
residence  of  one,  instead  of  two  years  within  the  State ;  of  ten  days 
actual  residence  within  the  district  in  which  the  elector  oners  to 
vote,  (which  was  not  required  formerly,) :  and  of  the  payment, 
within  two  years,  of  a  tax  actually  assessed  on  the  voter  at  least  ten 
days  before  the  election.  There  are  also  other  changes,  chiefly 
declaratory  of  passages  in  the  old  Constitution  which  were  not 

clearly  expressed  in  that  instrument.  ... 

For  years  much  abuse  and  evasion  of  the  constitutional  provisions 

and  of ‘the  laws  relative  to  voting,  have  been  supposed  by  many  citi- 
Eens  to  exist.  The  present  occasion  will  afford  an  opportunity  to 
guard,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done,  this  inestimable  right  from  violation. 
Another  reason  now  demands  more  strict  and  specific  legislation. 
The  number  of  officers,  directly  chosen  by  the  people,  will  give  to 
the  elections  more  of  interest,  and  to  each  individual  vote  more  o 
present  and  local  value  than  they  formerly  possessed ;  and  will,  cor 
sequentlv,  subject  the  power  of  the  individual  voter,  which  has  now  i 
a  great  measure,  become  the  direct  appointing  power,  to  greater  da- 
ger  from  fraud  and  mal-practice  than  heretofore,  when  its  influen 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  a  first  duty  of  the  Legislatur 
form  such  a  code  of  laws  for  the  regulation  of  elections,  as  w. 
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cause  their  results  to  be  known  and  respected  as  the  honestly  ex¬ 
pressed  will  of  the  majority,  and  also  to  place  around  them  such 
guards  as  shall  completely  preserve  peace  and  order  during  their 
progress. 

Both  these  desirable  objects  maybe  accomplished  by  defining  and 
establishing,  beyond  cavil  or  evasion,  the  evidence  of  the  qualifica¬ 
tions  required  by  the  ^Constitution,  to  be  possessed  by  every  elector, 
and  by  ensuring  the  punishment  of  all  violations  of  the  peace  at 
elections. 

Two  qualifications,  in  addition  to  citizenslvp^  (which  is  as  hereto¬ 
fore)  entitle  to  a  vote.  First,  residence.  Second,  the  payment  of  a 
State  or  county  tax.  The  constitutional  provisions  with  regard  to 
neither  can  be  changed  or  affected  by  the  Legislature  ;  but  the  mode 
of  establishing  the  faCt  that  these  qualifications  are  really  possessed, 
in  other  words,  the  evidence  can. 

I  would  propose  that  general  residence  in  the  State,  for  and  during 
one  year  next  before  the  day  of  election,  may  be  proved,  as  hereto¬ 
fore,  by  the  oath  of  the  party  offering  to  vote,  if  there  be  any  doubt 
on  the  subject.  This  mode  must  necessarily  be  relied  on,  or  the 
voter  be  perhaps  deprived  of  his  right,  for  in  many  cases  he  might 
not  be  able  to  offer  any  other  proof.  But  that  the  particular  resi¬ 
dence  for  ten  days,  if  doubted  by  any  qualified  citizen  of  the  district, 
shall  be  established  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  a  resident  taxable 
citizen  of  the  district,  who  shall  have  already  voted  at  that  election, 
and  not  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  party  himself :  And  that 
the  party  himself  shall,  if  required,  be  obliged  to  swear  or  affirm 
that  his  bona  fide  residence,  in  pursuance  of  his  lawful  calling,  is  in 
the  particular  district ;  that  he,  at  the  time  of  voting,  has  no  other 
residence  or  home,  and  that  he  did  not  remove  into  it  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  obtaining  a  vote  therein.  There  could  be  no  hardship  in 
such  provisions,  nor  could  they  deprive  any  of  their  just  rights, 
inasmuch  as  no  one  could  possibly  reside,  during  ten  days,  in  one 
district  without  such  fact  being  known  to  at  least  one  of  its  resident 
citizens.  Neither  would  it  be  oppression  to  require  disinterested 
proof  of  actual  residence,  in  the  mode  proposed,  because  it  would 
only  be  demanding  the  best  proof  the  nature  of  the  question  admitf 
of,  which  is  done  in  every  other  case. 

Equally  strict  proof  of  the  assessment  and  payment  of  taxei 
should  be  exacted  in  all  instances. 

In  case  of  persons  claiming  to  vote  on  tax  assessed,  and  paid 
within  the  district  for  the  current  year^  the  assessors  corrected  list, 
or  a  certified  copy  of  it,  should  be  the  only  evidence  of  assessment. 
But  to  prevent  nil  altering  of,  or  tampering  with  assessor’s  lists,  a 
certified  copy  of  the  list  in  each  township  should  be  published,  by 
being  put  up,  and  exposed  at  the  house  at  which  the  election  is  held, 
nine  days  previous  to  the  day  of  election.  This  would  both  enable 
each  person,  constitutionally  entitled  to  a  vote,  to  have  himself 
assessed  on  the  day  before  the  list  is  completed,  and  also,  present 
an  opportunity  to  the  whole  district  of  examining  the  list  of  pro¬ 
posed  voters  and  of  taking  means  to  prevent  imposition* 


And  in  cases  of  a  right  to  vote,  claimed  on  an  assessment  (ot  9 
former  year^  within  two  years  next  preceeding  the  election,  na 
other  proof  should  be  admitted  than  the  assessor’s  list  of  the  proper 
year,  or  the  published  copy  of  it,  just  described,  which  might  br 
preserved  for  such  use,  from  year  to  year,  by  being  taken  down  at 
the  end  of  the  election  by  the  inspectors,  and  sealed  up  in  one  of 
the  ballot  boxes  by  the  judges#  with  a  certificate  to  that  effeeti  en¬ 
dorsed  on  it  by  the  inspector.  The  correctness  of  such  a  document 
would  not  be  questioned. 

To  guard  against  illegal  voting  by  persons  assessed  and  havin^f 
paid  tax  out  of  the  district^  they  should  be  required  to  give  their 
names  to  the  assessor,  to  be  by  him  put  up  at  least  nine  days  previ¬ 
ous  to  the  election,  at  the  election  house,  appended  to  the  list  of 
assessed  taxables  before  described,  that  all '  persons  might  have  an 
opportunity  of  knowing  the  names  of  those  who  intend  to  vote,  and 
an  original  receipt  for  the  tax  from  the  proper  collector  of  the  di»- 
trict  in'  which  it  was  paid  should  be  produced.  The  hand  writing' 
of  the  co'llector  should  also  be  proved  by  some  disinterested  person 
before  a  known  justice  of  the  peace  or  alderman,  and  a  minute  of 
such  proof  e.ndorsed  on  the  receipt. 

If  to  these  I'cstrictions,  with  regard  to  tax  receipts,  which  havB 
been  the  ready  moans  of  much  fraud,  were  added  one,  that  no  re¬ 
ceipt  whatever  shalf  be  competent  to  prove  payment  of  fax  unless 
it  express  on  the  face  of  it  the  year  for  which  it  was  assessed,  and 
that  no  tax  assessed  mo'jc  than  two  years  previous  to  tho’  actually 
paid  within  two  years  of  .^he  election,  shall  entitle  to  a  vote,  there 
would  be  little  room  for  evasion  or  violation  of  the  constitution.  I 
deem  this  latter  provision  propv^^r  as  well  as  necessary,  because  1 
suppose  it  to  be  the  intent  of  ths  constitution,  that  the  tax  must  not 
only  have  been  paid  but  assessed  within  the  time  named,  and  that 
during  that  period  the  voter  must  have  contributed  to  the  support  of 
the  government  under  which  he  lives.  Asc'cssment  and  payment  of 
4ax  being  both  required,  it  is  fairly  presumaMe  that  they  were  iu- 
'tended  to  occur  not  only  in  but  for  the  period^  ot  at  least  part  of  th» 
^period,  designated  by  the  constitution. 

To  preserve  order  at  elections,  I  would  recommend  that  it  he 
"znade  the  duty  of  the  constable  of  the  ward,  borough,  or  township, 
within  which  any  election  is  held,  to  lodge  information  before  som^ 
justice  of  the  peace,  or  alderman  thereof,  of  the  names  of  persons 
engaged  in  any  assault,  battery,  intimidation,  riot,  or  other  breach  of 
the  peace,  at  and  during  the  day  of  such  election,  and  to  return  as 
witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  names  of  sach 
persons  :as  were  assaulted,  beaten,  intimidated  or  otherwise  injured, 
or  of  suoh  other  persons  as  were  cognisant  of  the  facts,  who  with 
the  parties  accused  shall  be  bound  over  to  appear  at  the  next  court  of 
Quarter  Sessions,  or  Mayors  court,  as  the  case  may  be  :  That  any 
constable  neglecting  or  refusing  for  twenty-four  hours  to  lodge  such 
Information,  on  being  required  so  to  do  by  the  party  injured,  or  by 
any  three  qualified  voters  of  the  district,  shall,  upon  complaint  before 
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a  justice  of  the  peace  or  alderman,  and  proof  of  such  requisition  and 
neglect, be  fined  in  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars»without  stay  of  execution; 
that  the  party  or  patties  found  guilty  by  the  proper  court  of  such 
assault,  battery,  intimidation,  riot,  or  other  breach  of  the  peace,  shall 
be  sentenced  to  pay  the  costs  of  prosecution  and  be  confined  in  the 
proper  county  gaol  not  less  than  six  calendar  months;  and  that  it 
ih all  be  the  duty  of  the  proper  court  before  whom  each  constable 
makes  his  quarterly  return,  to  examine  him  expressly  whether  the 
elections  held  in  his  district  were  peaceably  conducted,  and  if  he  re¬ 
port,  or  if  it  be  otherwise  proved  that  they  were  not,  then  to  inflict 
the  foregoing  fine  on  the  constable. 

And  to  secure  as  much  as  possible  the  purity  of  elections,  I  would 
strongly  recommend  the  passage  of  a  more  effectual  law  against  bet¬ 
ting  on  elections,  which  practice  forms  the  very  worst  and  most  per¬ 
nicious  species  of  gambling.  Betting,  and  gaming  of  other  kinds, 
only  injure  the  parties  themselves,  but  this  inflicts  a  wound  on  the 
rights  of  all,  and  destroys  that  confidence  which  every  citizen  should 
feel  in  the  decisions  of  the  ballot-box.  I  would  therefore  urge,  that 
whenever  thereto  required  by  any  voter  of  the  district,  or  whenever 
he  shall  think  it  necessary,  the  inspector  of  each  election  shall  cause 
any  person  ofiering  to  vote,  to  declare,  on  oath  or  affirmation,  whe¬ 
ther  he  is  or  is  not  directly  or  indirectly  interested,  either  as  princi¬ 
pal,  partner,  or  stakeholder,  in  any  bet  on  the  result  of  any  election 
to  be  held  on  that  day;  and  if  he  admit  that  he  is,  or  if  he  decline  to 
answer,  then  to  refuse  such  person  his  vote,  and  to  cause  the  clerks 
of  the  election  to  make  a  minute  thereof  on  the  list  of  voters. 

These  provisions,  together  with  one  more  effectually  to  prevent 
the  highly  improper  and  corrupting  interference  in  our  State  elec¬ 
tions  of  Federal  Government  office-holders,  it  is  believed  would  ef¬ 
fectually  check  the  spirit  of  fraud,  disorder,  and  betting,  which  is 
xapidly  compelling  all  good  men  to  doubt  the  fairness  of  their  results, 
and  to  fear  for  the  permanency  of  a  Government  dependent  on  them. 
We  owe  it  to  ourselves,  now,  while  reform  and  correction  are  within 
■our  power,  to  apply  them.  We  owe  it  to  the  eause  of  virtue  and 
republicanism.  We  owe  it  to  our  posterity.  I  accordingly,  again, 
earnestly  urge  upon  the  Legislature  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing 
provisions,  or  of  others  calculated  to  produce  the  same  eflects. 

Beside  making  provisions  that  elections  shall  be  constitutionally, 
fairly,  and  peaceably  held,  it  will  also  be  your  duty  to  prescribe  the  ^ 
manner  of  election  and  return  of  the  additional  i^iumber  of  officers 
to  be  chosen  directly  by  the  people  under  the  n.ew  Constitution. — 
These  include  all  county  officers,  with  Justic'ijs  of  the  Peace  and 
Aldermen. 

With  respect  to  county  officers,  it  will  ahjo  he  for  you  to  declare 
how  many  persons  shall  hold  them,  and  how  many  offices  may  be 
held  by  the  same  person  in  the  difierrmt  counties.  It  will  also  be 
your  duty  to  classify  the  Associate  Judges  of  the  State  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  niisth  section  of  the  Schedule, 
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On  examining  the  amended  Constitution)  it  appeals  that  the  people 
have  designated  the  oflices  which  they  desire  to  fill  by  direct  elec¬ 
tion;  they  have  also  specified  those  that  are  to  be  filled  by  tixecutive 
appointment  or  nomination.  But  there  are  others  for  which  no  pos¬ 
itive  provision  is  made;  the  mode  of  filling  which  is  to  be  deterramed 
by  the  Legislature.  These  are  Auditor  General,  Surveyor  General, 
Secretary  of  the  Land  Office,  Attorney  General,  Superintendent  o 
Common  Schools,  Canal  Commissioners,  Appraisers  of  Da^a^es, 
Adjutant  General,  Notaries  Public,  and  Inspectors  of  Flour,  Spirits, 
Tobacco,  and  other  articles.  It  is  fair  to  presume  that  these  officers 
were  neither  intended  to  be  elected  by  the  people,  nor  appointe  y 
the  Executive,  or  it  would  have  been  so  expressed;  and  that  they 
were  to  be  left  within  the  power  of  the  Legislature,  It  will  there¬ 
fore  be  incumbent  on  you  to  make  provision  for  the  mode  and  time 
of  their  appointment. 

The  business  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  as  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Common  Schools,  has  so  much  inci  eased  within  the 
past  three  years  as  seriously  to  embarrass  that  officer.  I  would  ther^ 
fore  recommend  the  separation  of  the  two  offices,  and  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  Department  of  Education.  This  can  be  done  without  in¬ 
creasing  the  number  of  officers,  for  those  of  Surveyor  General  and 
Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  can,  with  great  ease,  be  filled  by  the 
same  person,  and  may  be  consolidated  into  a  General  Lan  e- 

^  The  condition  of  the  means  provided  by  the  State  for  Gene^ 
Education  is  so  flourishing,  that  little  is  required  to  be  done  by  the 
present  Legislature.  Within  three  years  the  permanent  State  ap- 
propriations  to  this  object  has  been  increased  from  seventy-five  thou¬ 
sand  dollars,  annually,  to  four  hundred  thousand  dollars;  for  the  lat¬ 
ter  sum  will  be  required  next  year  to  meet  the  increase  taxable  ciU- 
zens,  from  three  hundred  and  eight  thousand  nine  ^^uudred  and  nine¬ 
teen,  to  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand;  which  will  probably  be  the 
number  returned,  and  to  pay  the  annuities  to  Colffiges,  Academies, 
and  Female  Seminaries,  which  will  not  be  less  than  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  Nor  will  this  large  outlay  have  been  without  its  fruiis.— 
Instead  of  seven  hundred  and  sixty-two  common  schools,  in  opera¬ 
tion  at  the  end  of  the  year  1835,  and  seventeen  academies,  the  latter 
in  a  state  of  almost  doubtful  existence,  with  no  female  seminaries 
fostered  by  the  State,  she  now  has  five  thousand  common  schools, 
thirty-eight  academies,  and  seven  female  seminaries  in  active  and 
permanent  operation,  disseminating  the  principles  of  literature,  scien^ 
and  virtue  over  the  land.  In  addition  to  these  there  rae  many  schools, 
academies,  and  female  seminaries  of  a  private  character,  equally  use¬ 
ful  and  deserving  in  their  proper  sphere. 

Of  the  one  thousand  nnd  twenty-seven  townships,  wards,  and  bo¬ 
roughs  now  in  the  State,  each  intended  to  form  a  common  school 
district,  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five  have  accepted  the  comra^ 
Bchool  system,  and  have  it  in  operation ;  and  seven  hundred  arJ 
cighty-six  have  received  their  portion  of  the  State  appropriation  for 
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the  present  school  year,  commencing  on  the  first  Monday  of  June 
last.  The  number  of  accepting  districts  goes  on  steadily  increasing, 
and  the  usefulness  and  economy  of  the  system,  where  fairly  tested, 
are  becoming  every  day  more  apparent. 

All  that  now  seems  requisite  to  the  complete  success  of  the  sys¬ 
tem,  is,  that  some  immediate  and  efficient  means  be  adopted  for  the 
preparation  of  common  school  teachers.  This  subject  was  fully 
explained  in  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Superintendent,  and  will 
be  again  embraced  in  a  revised  draft  of  the  whole  school  law,  which 
that  officer  will  shortly  lay  before  you.  Permit  me  to  bespeak  for  it 
your  favorable  consideration,  and  to  hope  that  this  last  want  of  the 
system  may  be  supplied. 

I  would  also  recommend  that  the  power  of  school  directors,  on 
the  subject  of  taxation,  be  curtailed.  When  they  were  by  law 
authorized  to  assess  a  school  tax,  equal  to  thrice  the  amount  of  State 
appropriation  coming  to  the  district  for  the  year,  the  whole  amount 
of  appropriation  was  only  half  what  it  now  is.  Perhaps  absolute 
power  of  taxation  in  directors,  to  that  amount,  was  then  necessary. 
But  it  is  not  at  present.  I  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  direc¬ 
tors  shall  not  hereafter,  in  any  case,  impose  more  tax  on  their  dis¬ 
trict  than  a  sum  equal  to  its  portion  of  State  appropriation,  unless  by 
consent  of  the  people,  in  the  same  manner  as  additional  school  tax 
is|now  authorized,  viz  :  by  vote  of  the  majority  of  the  citizens. 

The  public  works  of  the  State  will  require  your  immediate  and 
and  careful  attention. 

The  canals  and  rail  roads  in  operation,  yielded,  under  the  most 
disadvantageous  circumstances,  an  increased  revenue  during  the  fiscal 
year  just  closed.  The  amount  of  tolls  was  $991,252  42.  This 
income  is  a  most  decisive  proof  that  her  chains  of  improvements  are 
on  the  eve  of  amply  remunerating  the  State  for  their  vast  cost.  The 
nmouHt  ot  tolls  for  the  year  would,  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
beyond  a  doubt,  have  been  a  miilicn  and  a  half  of  dollars.  This 
will  be  credited  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  fully  one-half  of  the 
regular  trade  of  the  main  line  was  lost  to  the  State  during  two-thirds 
of  the  navigable  season,  in  consequence  of  the  breach  on  the  Juniata, 
and  that  to  retain  the  balance,  the  Canal  Commissioners  found  it 
necessary  to  take  the  toll  ofl  ninety  miles  of  the  most  profitable  part 
of  the  remainder,  viz  :  between  Huntingdon  and  Duncan’s  Island,  to 
i  which,  if  the  distance  from  Huntingdon  to  Hollidaysburg  be  added^ 
the  distance  thus  unavoidably  rendered  wholly  unproductive,  was 
one  bundled  and  twenty-nine  miles.  Still  the  work  yielded,  and  it  it 
a  triumphant’  proof  of  their  value  and  productiveness ;  little  short 
i  of  a  million  of  dollars  within  the  fiscal  year.  The  income  fro® 

I  them  the  present  year  may,  in  view  of  these  facts,  with  per- 
!  feet  safety  be  estimated  at  one  million  six  hundred  thousand  dol- 
I  lars. 

’  The  completed  canals  and  rail  roads,  except  part  of  the  upper  por- 
l  ion  of  tht  Juniata  Division,  have  been  kept  m  the  best  state  of  repair, 

;  md  have  been  almost  Uninterruptedly  in  use  during  the  year.  The 
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Columbia  and  Philadelphia  rail  road  paid  two  hundred  and  ten  thou¬ 
sand  three  hundred  and  ninety-three  doMars  and  ninety-one  and  a  half 
cents,  in  addition  to  maintaining  the  motive  power,  and  defraying 
the  cost  of  repairing  the  roads  and  supervision,  or  a  sura 
about  equal  to  seven  per  cent  on  the  whole  cost  ot  construction  and 
of  locomotive  engines. 

By  an  unavoidable  accident,  the  wooden  bridge  over  Valloy  Creek, 
©n  the  last  named  improvement,  was  burned  in  March.  Witbunpar- 
illed  despatch,  a  temporary  bridge  was  completed  in  its  place  in  nine¬ 
teen  days,  and  in  the  mean  time  nearly  all  obstruction  to  the  trade  wa* 
obviated  by  wagons  employed  by  the  State  agents.  A  beautiful  and 
permanent  bridge,  without  roof  or  cover  over  the  road  way,  and  with 
double  track,  is  now  completed  and  in  use.  It  is  a  decided  improve¬ 
ment  to  th©  road.  The  cost  exceeded  by  two  hundred  and  eighteen 
dollars  and  thirteen  and  a  half  cents  the  original  estimate  by  the 
engineer,  owing  to  the  fact,  that  the  temporary  structure  was  more 
expensive  than  was  at  first  anticipated.  An  appropriation  of  that 
amount  will  accordingly  be  required,  to  enable  the  proper  officer 
to  pay  the  final  estimate  and  close  the  account. 

It  is  a  matter  worthy  of  inquiry,  whether  the  roofs  of  most  of  the 
larger  bridges  on  this  road  could  not  be  dispensed  with,  and  a  double 
track  laid  on  each,  at  small  cost  to  the  State.  It  would,  beyond  a 
doubt,  form  a  great  improvement,  wholly  removmg  all  danger  of 
collision  oftrffins,  and  decreasing  very  greatly  the  risk  of  total  loss  of 
the  bridges  by  fire.  It  is  believed  that  th®  present  structures,  with 
some  additional  timbers  and  slight  alteratK'^ns,  could  be  made  to 
answer  this  purpose,  by  being  lowered  below  the  level  of  the  road 
way. 

Experience  on  this  road  for  the  past  two  years,  has  cO'mpIetely 
removed  all  doubt  ns  to  the  use  and  management  of  steam,  as  a 
power,  by  the  State  agents. 

The  year  just  closed  exhibits  a  balance  in  the  motive  power  fund 
of  the  road,  of  thirty  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-ono  dollars  and 
eighty  cents,  after  defVayiig  all  claims  of  the  year  upon  it.  A 
nearly  similar  state  of  things  exists  on  the  Allegheny  Portage  rail 
road.  The  motive  pov^er  toll  paid  all  claims  upon  it,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  about  ono  thousand  dollars,  though  subjected  to  much  expense 
that  will  not  hereafter  oris© ;  caused  by  the  increased  number  of 
locomotives  used  during  the  year,  which,  of  course,  made  many 
preparatory  arrangements  necessary,  that  will  not  be  again  required, 
and  which  were  calculated  for  an  amount  of  bnsiness  that  was  not 
realized. 

Another  most  valuable  result  of  the  experience  of  the  year,  on  the 
Columbia  and  Philadelphia  rail  road,  is  the  complete  success  of  the 
trials  to  use  anthri'ito  coal,  as  a  fuel  for  the  generation  of  steam  in 
locomotive  engines.  There  is  now  no  longer  any  doubt  on  this 
subject.  The  invention  of  Mr.  Brant,  the  master  machinist  at  Parks- 
burg,  has  completely  effecteef  this  desideratum,^  Thus,  by  the  use  of 
one  of  our  chief  staple  commodities,  the  State  tvill  save  a  large  amoun 
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■yearly  will  add  to  the  certainty  and  despatch  of  the  use  of  her 
_  roads,  and,  what  is  a  no  less  valuable  achievmenl,  will  decrease  very 

'  5 '‘'®r ^®*''  ‘’•®  "®"'  Duncan’s  Island  has  been 

It  cost  ninetyiwo  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
■  dollars  and  eighty-one  cents,  and  was  passable  (or  wagons  in  less 

-was“laid^“  '!’® 'he  first  stone  ff  the  piers 

was  laid,  and  has  been  used  as  a  towing  path  bridge  the  whole  sea- 

solid  structures  in  the 

_  otate,  and  promises  to  be  permanent. 

the  same  point  has  also  been  most  substantially  and 
•  effectually  repaired.  The  old  defective  structure  was  a  conLual 
.  :ause  of  expense  to  the  State,  and  of  loss  and  vexation  to  passenoers 
and  transporters.  It  was  so  open  as  to  permit  nearly  all  th^e  water  of 
af  the  river  to  pass  through,  when  the'stream  was^Iow.  hTno^v 

iriuth^whiph  "  mT  unprecedented 

f  routh  which  prevailed  over  the  State,  from  July  till  November,  no 

hfficuhy  whatever  was  experienced  in  the  levels  of  canal  dependen- 

^  was  owing  to  the  judicious  measure  adoj> 

ed  by  jhe  engineer  and  contractors,  in  raising  earlv  in  the  season  a 
:  loffer  dam  across  the  whole  stream,  which  answered  the  double  end 

workmen  engaged  in  making  the  repairs’ 
.nd  of  throwing  an  ample  supply  into  the  canal,  ^  ^  ’ 

Owing  to  these  and  other  improvements  at  Duncan’s  Island  that 
oint  which  has  been  such  a  cause  of  vexation,  expense  and  delay  io 
he  use  of  the  mam  line  ever  since  its  first  completion  promises  hLe- 
■fier  to  cause  no  embarrassment  whatever. 

Other  repairs  and  improvements  in  difierent  parts  of  the  State  were 
equired  and  have  been  made  an  the  public  works,  as  will  be  explained 
-y  the  report  of  the  Canal  Commissioners,*  but  the  main  difficulty 
ras  experienced  on  the  upper  sections  of  the  Juniata  Division.  ^ 

It  is  needless  to  dwell  at  large  on,  or  describe  the  devastation  which 
ccurred  on  the  19th  of  June,  between  Huntingdon  and  Hollidaysburff. 
•uffice  It  to  say  that  the  Allegheny  torrents  rose  in  their  might  ami 
early  obliterated  in  the  short  space  of  ten  hours  forty  mills  of  as 
olid  improvement  ^  was  in  the  commonwealth.  Dams,  aqueducts 

alar?’  instances  the  very  bottom  ot  the 

anal  itself  were  svvept  away  and  the  whole  left  in  a  state  requiring 

early  as  much  labor  and  expense  to  render  it  navigable  as  on  the 
ay  when  the  first  location  was  made.  ^  ® 

Under  these  circumstances  the  first  duty  of  the  public  agents  was 
ed  on  that  the  business  of  transporters  and  others,  who  re- 

s  State  works  as  a  medium  of  transportation,  should  suffer 

eiffht  on  T  """-i  hie.  Accordingly  the  toll  was  taken  off 

iA  \  between  Huntingdon  and  Dun- 

ies  subsequently  off  passengers,  to  enable  the  compa- 

o  meet  the  unexpected  and  heavy  expenses  necessarily  incurred 
y  staying  and  wagoning  across  the  breach  in  the  line. 
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The  Canal  Commissioners  were  happily  on  the  spot  when  the  mis¬ 
fortune  occurred.  They  at  once  despatched  the  engineer  of  the  lin^ 
to  survey  the  injury  ana  estimate  the  sum  and  lime  requisite  to  make 
the  repair.  He  reported  that  the  work  vvould  occupy  at 
months  and  vvould  cost  not  less  than  four  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

When  this  intelligence  was  received  at  Harrisburg,  it  bscaine  a 
once  necessary  to  decide  the  question  whether  the  Legislature  shou  d 
be  convoked  to  provide  for  this  sudden  calamity  or  whether  the  h.xecu. 
live  should  endeavour  to  raise  the  necessary  funds  and  have  tne 
repairs  made  without  the  delay  or  expense  of  an  extra  session,  me 
latter  expedient  seemed  the  more  prudent  and  economical  one  under 
the  circumstances,  but  before  a  final  decision  7®! 

received  from  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  ‘  _ 

States,  offering  to  the  Executive,  on  the  faith  that  the  Lcgislatu  . 
would  ratify  the  transaction,  the  loan  of  any  sum  that  mig  ®  . 

nuired.  The  patriotic  offer  was  at  once  gladly  accepted  and  relieved 
me  of  much  anxiety.  The  correspondence  on  the  subject  accompanies 

this  message  and  will  exhibit  the  terms  of  the  loan. 

The  work  has  since  advanced  with  all  the  despatch  that  it  would 
admit  of;  and  the  accounts  and  vouchers  of  the  disbursing  agents, 
who  gave  ample  security  for  the  faithful  discharge  their  duties,  Imve 
been  dulv  filed  and  examined  in  the  Auditor  Generals  Office.  Ihe 
water  was  let  into  the  whole  distance  on  the  20th  ult.,  and  though  little 
benefit  was  derived  from  it  during  the  navigable  season  just  closed, 
vet  it  will  be  cf  vast  importance  to  the  State  to  have  the  line  per¬ 
fect  readiness  to  accommodate  the  business  of  next  spring,  which 
could  not  have  been  the  case  if  the  repairing  of  the  breach  had  been 
delayed  by  calling  an  extra  session  of  the  Legislature.  ,  .  ,  . 

The  whole  work  will  cost  when  completed  three  hundred  and  eighty- 
thousand  dollars  of  which  three  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  dollars 
have  been  or  will  be  received  from  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  at, 
four  per  cent,  rer  annum,  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  from  the  Hariis- 
buro-  Bank  at  live  per  cent.  This  latter  sum  was  borrowed  on  the 
priv'^ite  credit  of  the  Executive,  Canal  Commissmners,  Secretary  of 
Commonwealth,  Auditor  General,  Secretary  of  the  Land  ^ 

veyo  General,  and  two  public  spirited  individuals  (Thos.  Elder  and 
Jacob  M.Haldeman,  of  Harrisburg,)  on  the  SOth  o(  June,  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  commencing  the  repairs  till  such  time  as  the  mode  of  obtaining 
the  whole  sum  requisite,  and  of  carry  mg  on  the  work,  could  be  ng  iced 
on  which  was  shortly  afterwards  satisfactorily  arranged  by  the  libe¬ 
ral’ offer  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  as  before  explained. 

It  now  becomes  the  duty  of  Legislature  to  redeem  the  faith  of  he 
State  as  plcdaed  bv  the  Executive  under  circumstances  that  admitted 
orno’ other  course,' without  great  and  manifest  detriment  to  the  pub- 
lie  interest.  1  feel  the  most  perfect  confidence  that  this  will  be  done, 

T  hone  it  mav  be  entered  on  without  delay. 

The  diU^rceable  dilemma  in  which  I  felt  myself  placed  when  t  w 

calamity  occurred,  suggests  the  propriety  of 

ing  legislative  provision  to  meet  similar  cases,  fhe  one  that  has 
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reared  safest  and  yet  most  effectual,  is  to  confer  on  the  Governor, 
eakers  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  Auditor  Gen¬ 
ii,  and  Stale  Treasurer,  the  power,  whenever  an  unexpected  breach 
other  injury  of  public  works  shall  occur,  requiring  more  than  fifty 
jusand,  to  repair  it,  to  negociate  a  loan  on  the  laith  of  the  State 
i  the  requisite  amount,  or  to  take  it  from  some  specific  appropria- 

M  made  by  the  preceding  Legislature,  but  not  instantly  requiring 
{  money. 

I  The  decision  of  a  board  of  this  kind  would  be  as  safe  as  that  of  any 
ier  body  that  could  be  convened,  except  the  Representatives  of  the 
pple  themselves;  a  majority  of  it  being  officers  elected  by  the  Legis- 
|ire,  and  the  whole  consisting  of  public  servents  fully  amenable  for 
pr  conduct.  Such  a  provision  is  accordingly  recommended. 

*  fthis  mode,  or  some  other,  calculated  to  accomplish  the  same  end 
lidopted,  the  ordinary  repair  fund  for  any  year  need  not  be  greater 
|i  the  finished  lines  will  actually  require,  which  may  at  all  times  be 
ertained  in  advance  with  great  precision. 

-tffie  progress  of  the  new  works  during  the  year,  has  been  steady 
I  satisfactory.  The  additional  distance  authorized  by  your  prede- 
|ors  to  be  put  under  contract  on  the  Erie  Extension  of  the”  main 
I,  the  North  and  West  Branches  of  the  Susquehanna,  and  Gettvs- 
K  rail  road,  were  let  early  and  at  reasonable  prices.  Further  *ap- 
|riations  to  each  of  these  improvements  are  required, 
yhe  Wisconisco  and  Kittanning  extensions,  authorized  by  the  Im- 
jement  Bill  of  the  same  session,  were  also  put  under  contract,  and 
psmall  appropriations  made  to  the  former  has  been  expended, 
py  aie  both  works  which,  if  they  were  yet  to  be  commenced,  should 
her  be  undertaken  in  the  present  condition  of  the  Treasury,  nor 
pew  of  the  stronger  claims  of  other  works  long  since  begun  but 
^  infinished.  But,  they  are  now,  by  the  deliberate  voice  of  your 
Necessors,  incorporated  as  a  part  of  the  system,  and  should  be  car- 
E  on  as  rapidly  as  the  resources  of  the  Stale  and  prior  claims  wiil 
Sy.  The  former,  particularly,  being  a  light  work,  and  holding 
III  certain  promise  of  ample  remuneration  in  the  way  of  toll,  the 
Bnt  it  is  made  to  connect  with  the  rich  Lykens  Valley  coal  region, 
fieans  of  the  Lykens  Valley  rail  road,  has  strong  claims  to  favo- 
pii  consideration. 

.  le  report  of  the  Canal  Commissioners  will  exhibit  in  detail  the 
teilion  and  wants  oi  the  whole  system  of  public  works,  both  com- 
gd  and  in  progress.  ^  To  that  document  you  are  referred  for  full 
Pmation  on  both  subjects. 

p3  connection  with  her  improvements  which  form  the  chief  demand 

q  of  the  Commonwealth,  the  situalion  of  her  finances 

me  taken  into  view. 

appropriations  of  last  session  were  made  with  great  profusion. 

'  exceeded,  by  nearly  one  million  of  dollars,  the  amount  which  a 
ut  oresight  seemed  to  me  to  justify.  At  the  commencement  of 
isssion,  a  full  expose  of  the  means  of  the  State,  and  the  most 
•mg  claims  upon  the  Treasury,  was  exhibited.  During  the  course 
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of  the  session,  an  adherence  to  moderation  in  expenditure  was 
attempted  to  be  enforced  by  every  means  within  the  power  of  the  Exe. 
cutive,  on  every  proper  occasion,  but  without  success.  And  finally, 
the  unpleasant  alternative  was  presented,  as  had  been  foreseen,  of 
sanctioning  appropriations  of  which,  in  the  existing  condition  ol  the 
public  finances,  he  could  not  approve,  or  of  wholly  obstructing  the  use 
of  the  completed  works  by  defeating  a  bill  containing  the  indispensa¬ 
ble  provision  for  repairs.  Under  these  circumstances,  that  bill  was 
sanctioned,  but  no  act  of  my  public  life  was  ever  performed  with 
greater  reluctance. 

The  only  check  lefi;  was  to  decline  subscribing  to  the  slock  of  the 
companies  that  were  participant  of  the  favors  of  the  law,  till  it  should 
be  ascertained  that  the  money  could  be  had  on  loan,  at  the  rate  of 
interest  which  was  believed  not  only  to  be  reasonable,  but  which  tho 
course  of  legislation,  for  the  last  two  years,  had  established,  as  that  to 
be  given  for  future  loans.  This  decision  of  the  Executive  produced  a 
very  trifling  excitement  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  companies,  which, 
however,  soon  of  itself  subsided.  The  money  was  subsequently  ob¬ 
tained  at  four  per  cent.,  and  applied  to  the  purposes  designated  by  the 
Legislature.  The  loan  in  question,  (six  hundred  thousand  dollars,) 
was  taken  by  the  following  institutions,  in  the  following  proportions, 


and  has  all  been  paid  into  the  treasury,  viz: 

The  Girard  Bank,  J5100,00§ 

“  Philadelphia  Loan  Company,  100,000 

“  West  Branch  Bank,  at  Williamsport,  50,000 

“  Farmers’  and  Mechanics’  Bank,  50,000 

“  Bank  of  North  America,  35,000 

“  Bank  of  the  Northern  Liberties,  15.000 

“  Manufacturers’  and  Mechanics’  Bank,  5^5,000 

“  Schuylkill  Bank,  40,000 

“  Commercial  Bank,  35,000 

“  Kensington  Bank,  15,000 

“  Bank  ©f  Pennsylvania,  100,000 

“  Bank  of  Penn  Township,  10,000 

“  Western  Bank  of  Philadelphia,  7,500 

“  Mechanics’  Bank,  17,500 


5^600,000 


Though  the  State  may  delay  repaying  these  leans  till  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  one  year  from  the  time  when  they  were  made,  which  was  al 
different  periods,  between  the  18th  of  June  and  the  16th  of  October, 
1838,  yet  it  will  be  proper  that  the  money  shall  be  refunded  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible.  In  the  correspondence  with  the  Banks  on  th« 
subject,  they  were  given  to  expect  that  re-payment  would  take  plat* 
before  the  first  of  February,  1839.  ^ 

The  Temporary  Loan,  authorized  by  the  Sd  section  of  the  sam( ' 
law,  having  become  necessary  for  the  contingent  object  for  which  i 
waa  authorized,  was  also  obtained  at  four  per  cent.,  and  applied  b 
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the  Canal  Comuiissioners  to  the  proper  works.  It  was  takeo  by  the 
Bankof  the  United  States.  That  institution  also  agreed  to  permit  the 
Temporary  Loan,  alluded  to  tn  the  joint  resolution  adopted  on  the  16th 
of  April,  1838,  to  continue  another  year  unpaid  at  four  per  cent. 
TTie  former  of  these  will  fall  due  on  the  lath  of  October,  and  the 
latter  on  the  6lh  of  June,  1839. 

B}’’  these  loans  the  only  control  over  which  allowed  to  the  Execu¬ 
tive  was  that  of  keeping  down  the  rate  of  interest,  the  State  Treasury, 
in  spite  of  calculations  and  estimates  to  the  contrary,  has  continued, 
and  still  does  continue  to  discharge  all  the  claims  against  the  Com¬ 
monwealth. 

The  whole  amount  of  receipts  into  the  Treasury  during  the  year 
ending  with  the  thirty-first  of  October  last,  including  the  balance 
from  eighteen-hundred  and  thirty-seven,  was  four  million  nine  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty-nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars 
and  three  cents.  And  the  whole  amount  of  payments  for  all  purpo¬ 
ses  was  four  million  eight  hundred  and  eighty-nine  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  sixty-three  dollars  and  seventy-three  cents;  showing  a 
balance  that  day  of  ninety-nine  thousand  three  hundred  and  tifty-nine 
dollars  and  thirty  cents. 

Among  the  disbursements  are  included  one  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars  and  eighty-nine  cents, 
paid  as  expense,  in  part,  of  the  Convention  to  propose  Amendments 
to  the  Constitution.  During  the  preceding  year  seventy-one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents  had  been 
paid  on  the  same  account,  and  it  is  supposed  that  a  balance  of  fifty- 
thousand  is  still  or  will  become  due,  so  that  the  w'hole  expense  of  the 
Convention,  and  iis  incidents,  will  be  two  hundred  and  seventy. nine 
thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars  and  fifty  six  cents. 

The  probable  amount  of  income  from  all  ^sources  during  the  present 
year  will  be  three  million  four  hundred  and  fifty-three  thousand 


eight  hundred  and  thirty-eight  dollars — viz: 

Canal  and  Rail  Road  tolls,  1,600,000 

Bank  of  United  States  tor  Common  Schools,  100,000 

Land  and  Land  Offic*  Fees,  62,000 

Auction  Duties  and  Commissions,  90,000 

Dividends  on  Bank  Stock,  160,06% 

Tax  on  Bank  Dividends,  115,000 

Dividends  on  Turnpike,  Bridge  and  Navigation  Stock,  45,000 

Retailers  Licences,  80,000 

Tavern  Licences,  50,000 

Collateral  Inheritance  Tax,  23,000 

Tax  on  Writs,  25,000 

Tax  on  certain  officers,  8,000 

Tax  on  Loan  Companies,  4,000 

Hawkers,  and  Tin  and  Clock  Pedlars  Licences,  6,000 

Fourth  Instalment  Surplus  Revenue,  055,838 

B 
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Ealance  of  Loan,  per  third  section,  Act  of  14ih  April, 
1838, 

Miscellaneous, 


125,000 

5,000 


532,057  Ol 

95,670  90 
240,000  00 


83,453,838 

The  probable  demands  on  the,  exclusive  of  appropriations  to  be 
made  during  the  present  session,  and  of  loans  which  will  be  due  du¬ 
ring  the  year  will  be  three  million  three  hundred  and  twenty-three 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  and  ninety-one 
cents — viz  : 

Balance  of  Appropriations  for  Internal  Improvement 
purposes,  by  Act  of  14th  April,  1838, 

do  do  To  Turnpikes,  State  Roads  and 
Bridges, 

For  Motive  Power, 

Interest  on  State  Debt,  Salaries  of  Collectors,  Lock- 
Keepers,  &c., 

Expenses  of  Government, 

Balance  of  Expense  of  Reform  Convention, 

Militia  Expenses, 

Pensions  and  Gratuities, 

Education, 

House  of  Refuge, 

Penitentiaries, 

Geological  Survey, 

Interest  on  Treasury  Loans, 

Cost  o^  Repairing  Juniata  Canal, 

Interest  of  Temporary  Loans, 

Miscellaneous, 


1,180.,000  00 
290j000  00 
50,000  00 
25,000  00 
50,000  0() 
350,000  00 
5,000  00 
21,200  00 
16,000  00 
99,00  1  00 
380,000  00 
40,000  )0 
50,000  00 


6^,323,927  )1 

This  will  leave  a  balance  at  large  daring  the  year  of  only  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-nine  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ten  dollars  and 
nine  cents,  which  would  have  been  two  million  one  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  dollars,  at  least,  if  your  predecessors  had  not  been  so  liberal  of 
the  public  funds,  and  it  the  yield  of  the  public  works  had  not  been 
reduced  by  the  breach  on  the  Juniata.  But  it  is  too  late  to  remedy 
past  profusion  or  misfortune.  The  future  is  now  to  fee  provided  for. 

It  will  be  your  first  duty,  in  reference  to  the  public  works,  to  provide 
the  necessary  Repair  Fund  for  the  present  year  The  immediate  ap¬ 
propriation  of  a  sum  sufficient  for  that  purpose  is  strongly  recom¬ 
mended  as  a  means  of  ensuring  the  continued  use,  and,  consequently, 
the  largest  return  from  them  during  the  next  season. 

It  will  be  for  the  Legislature  next  to  decide  whether  the  works  new 
in  progress  shall  receive  appropriations  for  the  present  year,  and  if 
so  fiom  what  source  the  means  shall  be  derived  ;  and  also  to  provide 
funds  to  pay  the  loans  that  will  fall  due. 

I  once  thought  that  no  combination  of  circumstances  could  cause 
me  even  to  hesilute  in  advocating  the  speediest  means  that  could  bs 
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without  which  even  tlSul  r  i  .  ^i^faining  a  Repair  Fund 
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[le  Gettysburg  rail  road,  and  continue  the  gradincr  Sf  thf"remainl ' 

VO  hundred  thousand  dollars  will  be  necessary  on  ll  e' West  B™h 
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ever,  to  bo  distinctly  understood,  as  not  recommending  that  course* 
But  in  communicating  to  tlie  Legislature  the  condition  of  the  various 
ini(;rests  dei)endent  on  their  action,  it  is  my  duty  to  omit  none. 

Connected  with  the  finances  of  the  state,  another  subject  o(  iirpor* 
tance  should  receive  your  attention.  Six  hundred  and  ninety  thousand 
dollars  of  the.  state  permanent  loan,  will  fall  due  in  1839,  and  one 
liundrcd  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  in  1840.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
recommending  that  a  sufficient  amount  of  money  to  pay  off  these  five 
per  cent  loans  when  they  become  due,  be  borrowed  from  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  at  four  per  cent,  and  applied  to  that  purpose  in 
the  mode  described  in  the  annual  message  of  1836.  It  would  also 
appear  advisable  to  offer  to  redeem  such  of  the  other  five  percent 
loans,  as  shall  become  due  within  the  next  few  years  in  the  same 
manner.  By  adopting  this  expedient,  the  annual  draft  on  the  treas- 
'ury  w'ill  be  lightened  without  any  increase  of  the  principal  debt. 

It  is  presumed  that  capitalists  who  hold  stock  in  the  d  per  cer>t, 
loans,  about  expiring,  will  not  be  unwilling  to  dispose  of  it  now’^  for 
more  permanent  investment.  The  monetary  confusion  and  distress 
through  which  the  country  has  been  made  to  pass  by  the  experi¬ 
ments  of  the  General  Government,  seem  about  subsiding,  and  confi¬ 
dence  between  man  and  man  and  in  public  faith  and  institutions  is  le- 
turning.  This  then  wall  not  be  an  unpropitious  moment  for  Pennsyl- 
jvania  to  offer  her  creditors  their  money,  that  they  may  apply  it  perma- 
•"Tfi'twrffy  in  aid  of  some  of  the  numerous  projects  of  improvement  that 
are  in  contemplation  or  only  awaiting  the  means  of  completion. 

During  the  year  just  closed,  a  most  healthful  change  has  been  ac¬ 
complished  ill  our  currency,  and  a  correspondent  improvement  is 
now  developing  itself  in  all  the  varied  ralations  and  interests  that  de¬ 
pend  on  that  credit  and  confidence  which  form  the  true  basis  of  the 
circulating  medium.  I'he  commencement  of  the  year  saw  the  state 
covered  with  paper  issues,  in  open  violation  of  the  plain  words  and 
meaning  of  the  law,  but  which  the  necessity  of  the  case  seemed  to 
justify.  They  were  taken  almost  without  reluctance  in  all  the  deal¬ 
ings  of  the  community,  and  no  move  w^as  made  towards  inflicting  the 
enacted  penalty  on  those  who  emitted  them.  At  the  same  time  the 
banks  had  locked  up  the  hard  money  of  the  state,  to  await,  as  they 
said,  the  moment  when  it  might  be  again  paid  out  without  danger  ol 
total  withdrawal  from  us,  and  without  risk  or  injury  to  the  institu¬ 
tions  or  their  debtors.  'Fliese  reasons  for  the  course  pursued  seemed 
sound,  and  the  people  acquiesced.  The  end  has  verified  them  and 
justified  the  confidence  reposed. 

The  workings  of  this  law  of  necessity — the  law  above  all  law,  in 
the  hands  of  an  honest  and  intelligent  community,  were  watched 
with  intense  interest  It  was  a  glorious  spectacle  to  behold  a  whole 
people  as  one  man,  waiting  calmly  and  patiently  for  the  safe  moment 
of  disenthralling  themselves,,  not  vindictively,  one  upon  the  other,  bu’ 
the  whole  for  the  good  of  the  whole — from  the  grinding  and  gratojt 
ous  infliction.  It  was  a  noble  proof  of  the  fitness  of  ropublicans  (bj 
self  government,  and  was  even  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  the  peppb 


were  labouring  to  abate  the  nuisance,  not  only  unaide.1  by,  bin  in 
opposition  to  the  efforts  ot  those  whom  they  had  placed  at  the  head 
ot  the  nation  to  guard  their  interests. 

The  ckity  of  ihe  executive  of  this  state  was  plain.  It  was  to  eii- 

u-  'bourse  of  su-Teritig,  til!  the  tno- 

ment  for  efieetual  sell  reltel  should  arrive,  and  to  sustain  their  tnoni- 
e  1  tnstitutions,  so  long  as  they  seemed  to  act  for  no  other  object  than 

tlnt'^fiip'T"*  the  rising  of  congress  announced 

that  the  people  mig-jt  once  more  take  measures  for  their  owti  relief 

.?!' n  ‘Stinger  of  mischief  or  counteraction  from  their  public  servants, 
aeall  was  at  onoe  tnade  on  all  to  restore  the  safe  empire  of  the  law. 
It  was  nobly  responded  to,  and  has  proved  perfectly  effectual.  Never 
was  there  a  more  praiseworthy  instance  of  moderation  e.xhibited  by 

of  'It'S  state,  at  the  time  of  the 
r  "'’‘'“f  and  during  its  continuance,  nor  of  pa- 

tnolic  devotion  to  law  and  the  public  good,  than  that  dispiaved  by 
the  inenied  institutions  in  the  resumption.  The  consequence  is,  that 

zi 

Though  I  feel  bound  to  bear  this  just  tribute  to  acts  that  have  been 
M  folly  sustained  by  tlieir  results,  yet  I  cannot  conceal  the  opinion 
that  some  pan  of  the  difficulty  arose  from  defects  in  the  organiLtion 
of  the  banks  themselves.  I  shall  not  now  occupy  your  time  i7,^. 
api  u  ating  the  remedies  which  these  defects  seem  to  indicate.  Tliat 
tiuty  I  attempted  fully  to  perform  in  ray  last  annual  messao-e,  to 
which  you  are  respectfully  referred  with  the  remark  that  the  changes 
then  recommended  are  still  deemed  proper  and  requisite. 

n  other  respects  the  public  concerns  of  the  State  have  exhibited 
their  usual  order  and  prosperty,  with  the  exception  of  a  disgraceful 
not,  111^ the  city  oy  Philadelphia,  on  the  seventeenth  of  .Mav.  The 
particulars  of  that  outrage  are  too  generally  known  to  need  repetition 
or  comment  here.  So  llagrant  however  was  it,  as  in  my  opinion 
to  call  for  the  interference  of  the  Executive  to  aid  in  the  apprehen¬ 
sion  of  the  perpetrators.  A  Proclamation  of  reward  was  accord- 

be  the  last  attempt,  on  the  free 
soil  ot  Pennsylvania,  to  molest  a  peaceful  and  orderly  assembly  of 
citizens.  Those  who  counsel  such  violent  proceedings  should  bear 
in  mind  that  if  their  opponents  are  in  error  their  cause  will  only  ac- 
quire  additional  notoriety  and  permanence  from  any  opposition 
which  takes  the  appearance  of  oppression;  whereas,  if  its  claim  on 
public  opinion  be  left  wholly  to  its  own  merit,  it  will  soon  sink  into 
oblivion,  unless  there  be  something  in  it  really  worthy  of  fovor. 

Some  of.  tue  sister  States  that  border  on  the  Canadas,  were  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  the  theatre  of  occnrreiices.  that  at  one  time 
threatened  to  lead  to  unpleasant  consequences.  These  scenes  have 
been  recently  renewed,  but  the  character  and  true  object  of  the  per¬ 
sons  engaged  in  them,  are  now  well  understood,  and  scarcely  any 
dangei  exists  of  collision  between  the  British  and  United  States  Go¬ 


vernments. 


The  chief  feature  that  bears  an  appearance  of  import- 


22 


'dwr.ci;  in  these  proceedings  arises  from  the  nature  of  the  organization 
made  use  of.  It  has  been  communicated  to  me  from  a  source  enti¬ 
tled  to  unlimited  credit  that  numerous  Masonic  l^odges,  embracing 
many  tliousands  of  sworn  members,  have  been  rece?uly  established 
in  the  frontier  States,  with  the  express  olrject  of  attacking  and  revo¬ 
lutionizing  the  adjoining  British  Provinces.  Those  who  know  the 
perl'ect  adaptation  of  sworn  secret  societies  to  such  an  object,  and  the 
reckless  character  of  many  of  the  persons  probably  engaged  in  the 
enterprise,  can  credit  the  statement.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  citi¬ 
zen  of  Pennsylvania  will  be  found  concerned  in  an  undertaking  so 
injurious  to  the  rights  of  a  friendly  nation,  and  in  such  direct  coiitro- 
veiition  of  every  principle  of  international  law.  The  fact,  however, 
presents  one  more,  and  a  most  convincing  reason,  for  the  enactment 
of  severe  and  elleclual  laws  against  the  administration  ef  extra-juui- 
cial  oaths. 

I  have  frequently  brought  this  subject  to  the  attention  of  the  Le¬ 
gislature.  It  is  again  presente*i  with  an  ardent  hope  that  the  necessa- 
ry  legislation  may  take  place,  and  that  the  stumbling  block  may  be 
at  length  removed. 

In  reviewing  our  own  domestic  history  for  the  past  year  many 
useful  suggestions  present  themselves. 

The  Geological  survey  authorized  by  the  session  of  1835-6  is 
steadily  advancing.  Fully  one-half  of  the  State  has  been  traversed 
and  examined,  a  considerable  part  of  it  with  all  the  minuteness  re¬ 
quisite  to  a  fmal  report.  I  have  not  been  informed  that  further  aid 
will  be  necessary  to  complete  this  valuable  and  interesting  under¬ 
taking.  When  brought  to  a  close  much  highly  important  informa- 
Uon  may  with  certainty  be  expected  from  the  general  report.  The 
piiblicalion  of  the  discoveries  and  results  of  the  investigation  thus- 


far  has  been  very  properly  excluded  from  the  annual  communications 
to  the  Legislature.  It  will  require  the  whole  term  of  the  survey  to 
enable  the  Geologist  to  give  them  that  certainty  and  precision,  which 
will  form  their  most  valuable  feature,  and  which  can  alone  grow  out 
of  the  oft  repeated  and  continued  examinations,  analysis  comparisons 
ana  inquiries.  The  wisdom  of  this  course  will  be  fully  admitted 
-.vimn  the  wliole  results  shall  i>e  laid  before  the  State. 

Tiic  bearing  of  the  survey  on  the  articles  of  coal  and  iron,  and 
upon  the  laige  acd  varied  interests  connected  with  them,  imparts  its 
chief  interest,  x'or  several  years,  heretofore,  little  importance  was 
atiacl'.cfi  to  the  exact  deductions  of  Geology,  Minerealogy,  and  Che- 
irdclrv,  as  connected  with  these  staple  commodities,  'riiis  was  the 
case  moi  o  ciqrecially  with  regard  to  the  former.  Large  tracts  of  coal 
land  were  known  to  exist,  but  little  desire  was  manifested  to  ascer¬ 
tain  witii  exactness  their  boundaries,  or  the  relative  qualities  of  the 
mineral.  Tliose  were  tlio  days  of  spcculafioa  in  coal  land,  and 
the  projects  of  tlie  speculator  not  unfrcquently  shunned  the  unerring 
decisions  of  science.  But  they  are  passed,  and  the  days  of  actual 
opf/ratlons  in  the  mine  have  succeeded.  It  is  now  for  the  interest 
of  all  to  dispel  illusion,  and  to  subject  every  project  and  every  hope 


to  tlie  full  light  of  science  and  truth,  before  capital  is  invested  or  labor 
expended. 

In  tais  point  of  view,  the  geological  survey  is  of  vast  and  increas- 
iag  iinpoitance  to  the  whole  Stale,  and  should  be  regarded  and 
promoted  accordingly.  ^ 

-i  he  successful  experiments  that  have  been  made  at  Karthaus  and 
Farrandsyiiie,^to  smelt  iron  with  bituminous  coal,  and  at^Manayunk, 
Mauch  Chunk  and  Easton  with  anthracite,  add  new  interest  to  tijis 
suoject.  So  perfectly  satisfactory  have  they  proved,  that  large  fur¬ 
naces,  in  which  anthracite  coal  alone  is  to  be  used  as  fuel,  are  now 
in  j)rogress  of  construction  at  several  points  in  the  State.  The  suc¬ 
cessful  union  of  stone  coal  and  iron  ore  in  the  arts  is  an  event  of 
decidedly  greater  moment  to  the  prosperity  of  our  State,  than  anv 

that  has  occurred  since  the  application  of  steam  in  aid  of  human 
laoor. 

The  trade  in  coal  and  iron  will  undoubtedly  form  ilie  main  busi¬ 
ness  of  die  vast,  but  yet  only  half  accomplished  system  of  works, 
in  whicn  the^  State  is  embarked,  and  the  chief  hope  of  paving  old* 
the  debt  ot  tiieir  cost.  The  transporting  of  produce  from  tlie  inte- 


rior,  and  merchandize  from  the  seaboard  will,  no  doubt,  be  oreat. 


and  Penns}  Ivania  will  always  possess  her  due  portion  of  it.  But  it 
is  not  necessary  for  her  to  desire  its  monopoly,  tier  people,  as 
citizens  of  the  nation,  are  satisfied  to  see  sister  States  embark  in  the 
noole  rivalry  ;  and  while  they  are  convinced  of  the  many  advantao-es 
o.  then  own  routes,  can  rejoice  to  know  that  there  is  room  for  the 
mil  success  ot  all.  But  when  her  coal  and  her  iron  descend  from 
her  moimtain  regions  into  New  York  and  the  vast  Lake  country  from 
the  Yorth  Bianch  canal,  are  discharged  at  Erie  and  CleavelaVid  as 
well  as  Pittsburg  and  Beaver,  from  the  same  canal  boat  which  roads 
at  the  mine  or  iron  works,  are  poured  through  the  widened  locks  of 
me  Union  canal  and  the  completed  Tide  \Yater  canai,  as  well  as  the 
Delaware  and  Schuylkill  canals,  upon  the  wharves  of  her  own  com¬ 
mercial  metropolis  -the  magnitude  of  the  trade,  beyond  that  of  the 
mere  carrying  of  produce  and  merchandize,  will  then  only  be  fullv 
appreciated.  If  to  to  these  channels  of  wealth  be  added  continuous 
rai.roads,  from  the  eastern  to  the  western  emporiums,  travelled  bv  at 
least  one  thousand  busy  passengers  daily,  and  an  uninterrupted  water 


communication  between  the  Delaware  and  Lake  Erie  for  the  heavv 


trade,  the  cause  which  enables  Pennsylvania  to  look,  without  fear  or 
jt^aiousy,  on  the  \v'^ork3  of  other  States,  is  apparent. 

In  such  view  of  the  subject,  tlie  necessity  for  opening,  widening 
and  deepening  every  channel,  and  the  policy  of  retainino'  tlia  oreat 
leading  avenues  and  out-lets  in  the  immediate  ownership  and  control 
of  me  Commonwealth,  become  evident,  Hqnce,  the  earlv  enlarge- 
:meiu  of  tne  Union  canal  to  the  size  and  capacity  of  those  of  The 
Ibtate,  IS  a  project  of  much  interest  to  the  public.  '  Hence,  also-  tlie 
!ultinmte  possession  of  the  canal  Lorn  Columbia  to  the  iMaryland 
Ime,  should  never  be  lost  sight  of  as  a  measure  indispensable  to  the 
jnerlection  of  the  grand  system.  The  State  now  possesses  the  ri^ht 
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to  acquire  this  work  at  a  time  and  price  fixed  in  the  law  authorizing 
its  construction,  and  the  Legislature  should  be  cautious  not  to  grant 
any  privileges  that  may  postpone  the  one  or  add  to  the  amount  of  the 
other. 

That  all  these  desirable  events  can  be  accomplished,  is  as  certain 
as  that  the  time  of  their  arrival  will  be  postponed  by  persisting  in 
the  same  course  of  squandering  the  public  resources,  which  has  sur¬ 
rounded  our  condition  at  the  present  moment  with  so  much  difficulty. 

A  joint  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  Legislature,  on  the  sixteenth 
of  last  April,  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  to  obtain,  through  the  agency  of  the  assessors  of  county  tax, 
general  statistical  information  relative  to  the  agriculiure,  manufac¬ 
tures.  commerce  and  mining  operations  of  the  State.  The  resolu¬ 
tion  being  adopted  after  the  period  when  the  assessments  were  actually 
commenced  for  county  purposes,  the  queries  directed  by  the  resolu¬ 
tion  were,  consequently,  not  issued  until  recently.  This  afforded 
more  time  to  make  them  full  and  comprehensive,  and  to  prepare  the 
proper  instnictions.  They  were  issued  in  the  early  part  of  last 
month,  through  the  medium  of  the  different  boards  of  county  com¬ 
missioners,  with  directions  to  have  the  information  collected  during 
the  present  month,  so  that  it  might  embrace  one  full  year, 

It  has  been  recently  ascertained  that  the  Commissioners  of  several 
counties  decline  distributing  the  queries  to  the  Assessors,  and  enjoin¬ 
ing  on  them  a  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  resolution,  on 
the  ground  that  they  are  not  expressly  required  to  do  so  by  its  terms. 
But  the  resolution  could  not  well  be  carried  into  operation  without 
their  agency.  The  names  and  address  of  the  different  Assessors 
were  not  in  the  possession  of  the  Secietary,  neither  did  it  seem  pro¬ 
per  for  him  to  employ  them  in  performance  of  a  duty  for  which  the 
resolution  expressly  declares  that  they  are  to  be  paid  out  of  the  re¬ 
spective  Coiiniy  Treasuries,  without  the  knowledge  and  concurrence 
of  the  Commissioners.  It  therefore  becomes  proper  for  the  Legisla¬ 
ture  to  take  some  further  action  on  the  subject  without  delay,  if  a  re¬ 
port  is  desired  at  the  present  session.  The  queries,  or  tables,  have 
been  carefully  prepared  and  distributed  at  considerable  expense.  The 
postage  alone  amounting  to  upwards  of  a  thousand  dollars,  tho’  the 
packages  were  sent  to  all  the  nearer  counties  by  private  conveyance. 
Circulars  have  also  been  issued  to  the  Sheriffs  of  the  different  coun¬ 
ties,  ealculated  to  elicit  the  information  relative  to  county  prisons,  un¬ 
der  the  resolution  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives  on  the 
19th  of  December,  1837.  It  is  expected  that  the  replies  will  all  be 
received  during  the  present  month,  so  that  a  report  can  be  prepared 
and  submitted  early  in  January. 

A  circular  was  also  sent  to  the  Directors  of  the  Poor  of  each  coun¬ 
ty  that  has  a  house  for  tho  support  and  employment  of  the  poor,  call¬ 
ing  their  attention  to  that  portion  of  the  34th  section  of  the  act  of  13th 
of  June,  183G,  entitled  “An  Act  relating  to  the  support  and  employ¬ 
ment  of  the  poor,”  which  makes  it  their  duty  to  forward  annually  to 
the  Executive,  for  the  use  of  the  Legislature,  a  statement  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  their  respective  institutions.  This  duty  has  been  very  gene- 
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mlly  ireglected  ijeretofore,  and  the  Legislature  thereby  deprived  o! 
much  useful  information. 

Occasion  was  taken  at  the  same  time,  to  elicit  from  the  Directors 
and  Sheriffs,  full  inlormalion  of  the  number  and  condition  of  lunatic 
or  insane  peisons  in  each  poor  hous-e  or  prison.  It  is  stated,  by  many 
humane  persons  conversant  with  the  subject,  that  much  wretchedness 
and  sutiering  exists,  especially  in  poor  houses,  which  might  be  alle¬ 
viated  if  not  wholly  avoided,  if  the  melancholy  extent  of  the  evil  were 
generally  known.  When  he  desired  information  is  received,  it  will 
be  laid  before  you,  that  the  proper  corrective  may  be  applied.  This 
most  probably  will  be  found  to  consist  in  the  establishment  of  a  pub¬ 
lic  assylum  for  deranged  or  insane  persons.  Such  an  institution  is 
w’anting  as  a  companion  to  our  deaf  and  dumb  and  blind  assylums. 
I  feel  that  it  is  unnecessary  further  to  urge  this  subject  upon  your 
favorable  consideration. 

The  encouragement  given  by  the  Legislation  of  the  last  session  to 
the  growth  of  the  Mulberry  tree  and  the  production  of  silk,  has  thus 
far  proved  efficient,  and  promises  to  include  the  silk  business  among 
our  chief  subjects  of  industry  and  sources  of  wealth.  Many  hundred 
thousands  of  Mulberry  plants  have  been  set  out,  and  a  large  quantity 
of  cocoons  produced.  The  reeling  of  silk  has  been  regularly  practi¬ 
ced  at  many  places,  and  silk  looms  established  at  Philadelphia,  and 
Economy,  in  Beaver  county.  The  business  seems  to  have  gained 
such  a  footing  among  us  as  to  promise  permanence  and  profit.  It 
seems  to  be  a  branch  of  industry  admirably  adapted  to  the  habits  and 
strength  of  the  inmates  of  Our  County  Poor  Houses.  It  is  worthy  of 
enquiry  whether  a  slight  encouragement,  say,  a  small  donation  annu¬ 
ally  to  the  Steward  of  each  institution  who  shall  produce  a  given  num¬ 
ber  of  pounds  of  cocoons,  might  not  have  the  effect  of  substituting  a 
light  and  pleasant  employment  for  the  more  laborious  occupations  in 
which  the  paupers  are  now  engaged,  and  accelerate  the  permanent 
establishment  of  the  business  in  the  State. 

in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  last  session,  on  the 
subject,  Messrs.  A.  D.  Bache  and  F.  Frailey  of  Philadelphia  and  W. 
P.  Alrich,  of  Washington  county,  were  appointed  Commissioners  to 
examine  and  report  to  the  Legislature  at  its  present  session,  on  a  re¬ 
vision  of  the  Map  of  the  State,  so  as  to  correct  the  errors  in  its  topo- 
.graphical  delineation,  and  to  represent  the  Geological  and  Minerolo- 
gical  features  of  our  territory.  It  is  understood  that  the  Beard  will 
shortly  report.  The  result  of  their  examinations  will  be  laid  before 
you,  and  will  of  course  receive  due  attention. 

The  act  of  1834,  relative  to  Weights  and  Measures,  which  was  con¬ 
tinued  in  force  by  an  act  of  last  session,  has  not  yet  been  carried  into 
operation.  But  a  prospect  is  now  presented  of  speedily  accomplish¬ 
ing  part  of  its  requirements.  I  have  recently  been  informed  by  the 
proper  Department  of  the  General  Government  that  the  Standards  of 
Weight  provided  under  the  act  of  Congress  for  the  different  States  are 
ready  for  delivery.  They  will  shortly  be  placed  in  the  Secretary’s 
office,  at  this  place,  and  copies  will  be  made  for  each  of  the  counties. 
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Jn  fulfilling  the  latter  duty  the  aid  of  the  Franklin  Institute  has  been 
promised  and  will  be  relied  on. 

Until  the  standards  for  the  didcrent  counties  were  procured  and 
furnished,  it  was  thought  expedient  to  appoint  a  regulator  in  each 
county,  as  directed  by  the  act  of  1834.  Under  the  new  Constitut.on 
it  will  now  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  prescribe  the  mode  of 
appointing  those  officers. 

The  attention  of  the  Executive  was  a  short  time  ago  called  by  Col. 
Pleasanton,  of  the  first  regiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Artillery, 
to  the  fact,  that  the  State  possessed  a  number  of  pieces  of  old  brass 
ordnance,  of  various  patterns  and  callibres  scattered  over  the  State, 
with  a  suggestion  that  it  would  be  proper  to  have  them  re-cast,  and 
thus  rendered  really  useful  and  valuable.  It  was  also  stated  that  the 
work  could  be  done  well  and  reasonably  at  a  foundry  established 
near  Springfield,  Massachusetts.  The  proposition  was  approved  of, 
and  the  Adjutant  General,  with  the  aid  of  Col.  Pleasanton  (which 
was  liberally  offered)  instructed  to  have  Ihem  collected  at  the  differ¬ 
ent  arsenals.  The  communications  of  Col.  Pleasanton  accompany¬ 
ing  this  message  and  will  explain  the  subject  fully.  I  concur  in  the 
propriety  of  the  measure,  with  the  hope,  however,  that  the  change 
may  not  embrace  pieces  of  cannon  with  which  are  associated  any  of 
the  glorious  events  of  the  Revolution. 

Commodore  Elliott,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  not  unmindful  of 
his  native  state,  while  bearing  the  flag  of  the  nation  over  distant  se  is, 
has  made  me  the  agent  of  presenting  to  ih.e  Legijslature,  in  his  name, 
a  beautiful  and  appropriate  gift.  •  It  consists  of  a  likeness  in  oil,  ot 
Christopher  Columbus,  the  discoverer  of  our  continent,  another  of 
Americas  Vespucius,  from  whom  it  receives  its  name.  To  these  is 
added  the  figure  of  the  American  Eagle,  carved  by  an  American  citi¬ 
zen,  in  Marble,  from  Alexandria  Troas. 

^  The  Commodore’s  letter  accompanies  this  message.  The  presents 
are  now  in  the  Executive  Chamber,  subject  to"the  disposition  of  the 
Legislature,  and  will,  I  feci  certain,  be  suitably  received  and  pre¬ 
served. 

On  the  seventeenth  of  September,  being  the  anniversary  of  the 
glorious  sortie  from  Fort  Erie,  it  was  my  agreeable  duty  to  present 
to  Brigadier  General  Hugh  Brady,  of  the  United  States  Army,  the 
sword  unanimously  voted  to  him  by  the  Legislature  of  his  native 
State.  The  veteran  soldier  now  bears  the  token  of  his  country’s  ap¬ 
probation.  It  was  my  desire  that  it  should  not  be  unworthy  of  the 
Commonwealth.  It  is  indeed  a  beautiful  specimen  of  the  artist’s 
taste  and  skill,  and  appropriately  commemorates  the  deeds  intended 
to  be  rewarded.  It  is  the  work  of  Fletcher  &  Bennett,  Philadelphia, 
and  cost  one  thousand  and  ninety  dollars. 

Permit  me  to  call  your  attention  to  a  matter  connected  with  the 
official  arrangements  of  both  houses  of  the  legislalure,  but,  in  which 
the  public  at  large  have  an  interest.  It  frequently  happens,  during 
the  summer  recess,  that  citizens  of  the  commonwealth  require  for  use 
in  courts  of  justice  or  in  the  progress  of  claims  for  pensions  from  the 
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national  government,'  either  original  papers  or  exemplified  copies  of 
papers  in  the  possession  of  the  legislature.  The  clerks  have  no 
power  to  give  the  originals,  nor  are  they  possessed  of  an  official  seal 
wit  hd^hich  to  authenticate  copies.  The  only  mode  of  producing  the 
desired  documents  in  court,  is  to  subpoena  the  clerk  and  cause  him  to 
carry  with  him  the  papers  desired.  But  even  this  troublesome  expe¬ 
dient  fails  between  the  second  Tuesday  in  October  annually,  and  the 
day  on  which  the  legislature  assembles,  for  during  that  period  the 
clerks  functions  cease.  It  would  promote  the  public  conveyance  if 
the  clerks  were  authorized  to  keep  a  seal  and  give  certified  copies  of 
documents  on  file  to  be  used  in  evidence.  The  trouble  of  making 
and  forwarding  the  copies  might  be  paid  for  by  a  reasonable  fee  in 
each  case;  and  the  official  character  of  the  clerks  of  each  session 
might  be  extended  by  express  enactment  till  the  commencement  of 
the  next. 

The  contingent  fund  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  is  generally  insufficient,  during  the  5-ear  in  which  the  Gover¬ 
nor’s  election  occurs.  Out  of  this  fund  are  paid  the  postage,  messen¬ 
ger’s  salar}’’,  the  price  of  fuel,  printing,  stationar}^  &c.,  both  lor  the 
Executive  chamber,  and  the  department  of  state.  The  postage  on 
election  returns  for  Governor,  and  on  the  large  number  of  letters  which 
are  addresssed  to  the  Executive,  during  the  first  six  months  of  his 
term,  generally  exhausts  the  fund  before  the  first  of  April,  on  which 
day  the  year  commences.  The  fund  for  the  present  year  wull  be  quite 
insufficient.  This  is  caused  b}"  the  large  number  of  circular  letters 
sent  out  (including  the  statistical  tables  before  al  luded  to)  in  accordance 
with  the  directions  of  the  legislature,  and  in  performance  of  the 
duties  of  the  office.  It  will  be  necessary  to  make  some  provision  to 
meet  the  demands  now  existing,  and  those  which  will  become  due 

_  O  * 

before  the  first  of  April.  The  amount  allowed  annually  is  two  thousand 
seven  hundred  dollars.  This  sum  is  more  than  enough  for  the  second 
and  third  years  of  each  Executive  term,  counting  from  the  first  of 
April,  and  the  balances  unexpended  during  those  5-ears  w'ould  be  suf¬ 
ficient  for  the  other,  if  they  were  permitted  to  accumulate  and  be 
applied  to  it.  But  a  different  construction  has  been  given  to  the  law 
on  the  subject,  by  the  accountant  department.  The  unexpended  bal¬ 
ance  between  April  1836  and  1838,  is  one  thousand  four  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  dollars  and  forty  cents.  I  would  therefore  recom- 
mend  such  a  change  in  the  law  as  wdll  permit  that  sum  to  be  added  to 
the  fund  for  the  present  year,  and  will  continue  the  same  practice 
hereafter,  which  provision  will  be  sufficient. 

Having  thus  presented  the  various  objects  of  present  interest  that 
occur  to  me,  it  will  not  be  oat  oC  place  briefly  to  recapitulate  the 
changes  produced  during  the  official  term  now  drawing  to  a  close. 

Three  years  ago  there  thirt5"-two  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty- 
four  children  in  the  Common  Schools  of  the  State.  There  are  now 
about  two  hundred  and  thirt5’  thousand.  The  Schools  were  then  kept 
open  not  quite  three  and  an  half  months.  They  are  now  open  about 
seven  months  in  the  year.  The  whole  amount  of  State  appropria- 
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tions  was  then  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  annually,  it  is  now 
equal  to  one  dollar  for  each  taxable,  which  will  amount  to  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  next  school  year.  fH 

In  1835  the  public  works  yielded  six  hundred  and  eighty -four  thou  • 
sand  three  hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars  and  seventy-seven  cents, 
after  a  most  favorable  season.  During  the  seaso.i  just  closed  they 
produced  nine  hundred  and  ninety-one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fif¬ 
ty-two  hundred  dollars  and  forty-two  cents,  under  the  most  disadvan¬ 
tageous  circumstances,  and  with  good  management,  and  no  unusual 
accidents,  will  the  present  year  pay  one  million  six  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Since  1835,  two  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  have  been 
expended  in  completing  works  then  said  to  be  finished,  renewing  de; 
fective  parts  and  keeping  the  whole  in  repair;  one  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight  miles  of  canal  and  twenty-nine  .niles  of  railway  have  been  com¬ 
menced  and  carried  to  a  considerable  state  of  forwardness,  on  which 
two  millions  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  have  been  expended. 

The  completed  rail  roads  have  -been  made  to  answer  the  end  of 
their  construction,  and  the  annual  deficiencies  in  the  motive  power 
fund  turned  into  annual  excesses. 


The  permanent  State  Debt  which  was  twenty-four  million  three 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  and  three  dollars  and  thirty-two  cents  in 
1835,  is  now  twenty-four  million  two  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
and  three  dollars  and  thirty-two  cents,  and  though  there  are  Tempora¬ 
ry  Loans  to  the  amount  of  one  million  of  dollars  due,  yet  they  were 
forced  on  the  State  in  opposition  to  the  exertions  of  (he  Executive,  and 
will  sink  to  a  small  amount  when  the  sums  due  at  the  commencement 
of  the  year  1826  are  deducted  from  them. 

The  State  Tax,  which  was  then  m  existence  without  hope  of  ter¬ 
mination,  has  ceased  to  be  collected,  and  nothing  but  the  utmost  pro¬ 
fusion  can  make  it  again  necessary. 

The  State  Credit,  which  was  at  a  low  ebb  in  1835,  is  now  raised, 
and  the  Commonwealth  obtains  even  her  temporary  loans  with  ease  at 
four  per  cent. 


The  Currency,  which  was  on  the  eve  of  a  fearful  convulsion  in  1835, 
has  been  carried  through  it  with  less  injury  than  was  experienced  in 
any  other  State,  is  now  restored  to  its  usual  soundness,  and  has  secur¬ 
ed  to  it  the  aid  of  an  Institution  which  will  hereafter  preserve  its  uni¬ 
formity,  if  no  further  ruinous  experiments  are  tried. 


And  finally,  the  State  has  been  made  to  occupy  her  proper  position 
in  the  National  family  and  in  relation  to  the  General  Government,  or. 
all  occasions. 


I  now  approach  the  end  of  the  term  for  which  I  was  elected,  with 
the  consciousness  that  I  have  performed  the  duties  of  the  Executive 
Department  of  the  Government  with  fidelity,  according  to  the  best  of 
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my  judgment  and  ability ;  and  with  the  profoundest  gratitude  for  the 
confidence  and  support  cf  my  fellow-citizens;  and  I  fervently  hope 
that  the  Divine  A-uthor  of  all  things  will  continue  indefinitely  to  be¬ 
stow  his  favors  on  them  and  our  beloved  country. 

JOS.  RITNER. 


Executive  Chamber,  ^ 
Harrisburg,  December  29,  1838.  S 


